“The Birds” Study Guide

by Daphne Du Maurier (pp. 51-75)

1) Define the term Foreshadowing:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2) Find three (3) examples of foreshadowing in the first six pages of “The Birds”:

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3) List at least five ominous details describing the weather in a paragraph beginning “The sky was hard..” As the story goes on, how does the weather get worse as the birds become more aggressive?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4) Character One: Describe Nat Hocken’s character. You may use the character trait handout available online at www.dothgrin.net or by e-mail at runclt@yahoo.com 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5) Character Two: Pick one other character in the first ten pages and contrast (differences) that character with Nat Hocken. After you have done this, what does this say about Nat versus the other people around him?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

6) How does the information we get from time to time about the BBC create suspense? What details about the planes add to our anxiety?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
7) Define the term Personification:
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________

8) Find three (3) examples of personification found in the short story, “The Birds” (That is, identify three examples of how the birds take on human qualities as they attack people in England.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

9) Do you think the scene at the Trigg’s foreshadows what will happen to Nat and his family? Or do you think they will survive? In other words, do you read this as a doomsday story (about the end of human life on earth?) Or do you read it as a story of humans versus nature, in which humans will triumph because of their superior reasoning powers. Cite details from the story to support your interpretation.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

10) In this story du Maurier sometimes seems critical of people and of the way they respond to disaster. Find at least three details that show characters behaving ignorantly or endangering themselves or others. Do you think this is how people really behave?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

11) How would governments and the media today handle the situations outlined in du Maurier’s short story? Would the world have a better hand dealing with the birds, or would the outcome be the same or potentially worse?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

